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Glossary of Forestry Terms 

 

 

 The following are explanations of some of the technical terms that are used in this    

report: 

 

 AGS:  acceptable growing stock.  Trees of good quality that are suitable for 

present or future sawtimber production. 

 

 Basal Area:  the cross-sectional area (in square feet per acre, at dbh) of all of the 

stems in a stand.  Used to determine stocking density. 

 

 Best Management Practices (BMP’s):  Specifically, forestry practices designed to 

minimize and prevent soil erosion as a source of water pollution.  In general, any 

good forestry practice that promotes good forest stewardship. 

 

 Board foot:  a unit of volume in a tree, log, or board.  One board foot measures 

1’x1’x1” in dimension. 

 

 Browse:  woody vegetation utilized as a food source by wildlife, especially deer. 

 

 Canopy:  the uppermost level of forest vegetation, comprised of the tops of the 

dominant trees in a stand.  

 

 Crop Tree Management:  silvicultural method that favors high quality individual 

trees by thinning around such trees to remove competition.  This results in much 

improved growth rates of the selected individuals.  Can be used in conjunction 

with other methods. 

 

 Cull:  Low quality tree with no present of future value for sawtimber. 

 

 DBH:  diameter at breast height.  The diameter of a tree stem 4.5 feet above 

ground.   

 

 Even-aged Stand:  A stand of trees that are of a relatively uniform age class.   

 

 Group Selection:  silvicultural method that removes trees in small groups 

throughout the stand, leaving undisturbed areas in between.  

 

 Management Unit:  A relatively uniform area (often a Forest Stand) managed as a 

whole.  Often interchangeable with Forest Stand. 

 

 Mast:  seeds produced from trees that are utilized as a food source by wildlife.  

Types include hard mast (acorns, nuts, etc.), which can be especially valuable due 

to their abundance and longevity, and soft mast (berries, fruit, etc.).   
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 Overstory:  see Canopy 

 

 Patch cut:  a small clearcut, usually less than one acre.  

 

 Riparian Area:  Forest streamside zone.  This is an area of significant interaction 

between the water body and the surrounding forest.  It can vary in size depending 

upon many factors, including slope and topography, soil types, and vegetation.  A 

riparian area can have a significant impact on stream water quality by filtering out 

runoff and absorbing excessive nutrients, providing shade that will decrease water 

temperature, and many other important functions.  Therefore, it is important that 

BMP’s are implemented when conducting forestry activities in or near riparian 

areas in order to minimize any adverse impacts. 

 

 Poletimber:  trees between 4” to 12” dbh. 

 

 Sapling:  trees between ½” and 4” dbh. 

 

 Sawtimber:  trees of 12” dbh and greater. 

 

 Seedling:  trees less than ½” dbh.  

 

 Shelterwood:  silvicultural method that regenerates a new forest under the shelter 

of mature trees.  All trees are removed except the healthiest dominant (most 

desirable) trees, which remain to provide a seed source and to protect the new 

growth, which eventually will become a new even-aged stand.  Once the new 

stand is established, the mature trees may or may not be removed in successive 

harvest(s). 

 

 Silviculture:  The science of developing and cultivating forests for human benefit. 

 

 Single-Tree Selection:  silvicultural method whereby single trees (both AGS and 

UGS) are selected for harvest throughout stand.  Used to create an un-even aged 

stand. 

 

 Site Index:  a measure of the productive potential of a site to grow quality trees, it  

            is a function of height vs. age. 

 

 Stand:  A group or unit of forest type managed as a whole.   

 

 Stand volume:  the volume of AGS sawtimber in a stand, expressed in board feet 

per acre. 

 

 Stocking:  a function of basal area and trees per acre, used to describe stand  

density.  Stands are usually classified as being understocked, well stocked, and 

overstocked.  The region between the “A” and “B” level on stocking charts (well 

stocked) is optimal for stand growth and, consequently, productivity.   
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 TSI:  Timber Stand Improvement.  A non-commercial harvest designed to 

improve stand quality and increase growth rates.  

 

 UGS:  unacceptable growing stock.  Low quality trees that are generally 

unsuitable for present or future sawtimber production, but may contain some 

merchantable volume. 

 

 Understory:  the level of forest vegetation beneath the canopy. 

 

 Uneven-aged Stand:  A stand of trees that contains a variety of age and size 

classes.   


